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and November were somewhat lower due to foggy days when little
or no flying was possible, though the squadron still participated the
periodic Guest and Dry Fly exercises, and on 17 October 71 Sqn
contributed 7 Hunters to a substantial formation flypast over
Wildenrath for the visit by HRH the Duchess of Gloucester. On 30
November 1st Lt Exilman of the R.Belgian Air Force was attached to
the squadron for a short conversion course on the Hunter before
returning to his unit, and in December adverse weather reduced
operations to barely 170 flying hours on Hunters, which included
another Guest exercise on the 13th.

January 1957 was altogether more eventful. Three minor accidents
occurred in the month in each instance resulting in Cat.3 damage,
comprising a bird strike, also foreign object damage to the engine of
a Hunter during take-off, and an engine failure at 28,000ft sustained
while Flt Lt Picking was on an air test. Using all of his considerable
skill he managed to make a successful emergency landing at
Brüggen, for which he was awarded a Green Endorsement. In the
same month the squadron was informed that henceforth it would
increasingly be deployed in the ground attack role, in preparation
for which its Hunters would be modified at Buckeburg.

The first of 13 aircraft included in the modification programme
departed on 16 January and the following week the squadron was
declared non-operational as a total of 10 Hunters were flown to
Buckeburg by the end of the month, with a further pair awaiting an
improvement in the weather to fly there. To maintain flying
currency a few Hunters were borrowed from other squadrons at
Brüggen and three were exchanged with 112 Sqn. On 1 February the
C-in-C 2TAF, AVM the Earl of Bandon and VIPs visited the
squadron while at Brüggen, and also at the beginning of the month
the final 3 Hunters scheduled for modification were flown to
Buckeburg, while on 4 February the first of the modified aircraft
returned to the squadron, as were 10 others by the end of the

month. Unfortunately one of these, again flown by the redoubtable
Flt Lt Picking, suffered engine failure accompanied by a loud bang,
and after he made another successful emergency landing it was
found to have a large hole in the fuselage, rendering the airframe
Cat.4. The interchange of aircraft during the month resulted in only
131 hours being logged on Hunters, some of them during another
Guest exercise on the 22nd.

Yet again, Flt Lt Picking featured in another dramatic incident on 7
March when the nose wheel of his Hunter locked at 90° on take-off.
After deftly bouncing the aircraft on the runway to straighten the
wheel he carried out a successful landing. Another successful
landing took place on 12 March when Flt Lt Wyard and Fg Off
Latham suffered a flame out in the Vampire T.11 and had to divert
to Twente. Two days later the squadron was engaged for 30 hours
in Exercise Weardown that included some night sorties, and on 15
Mach 434 Sqn RCAF began a 10-day visit to Brüggen, in the course
of which five of 71’s pilots managed to be checked out on their
Sabre 6s.

On 4 April came the grim news that the squadron, together with
many more in 2TAF and beyond, was soon to be disbanded as part
of the infamous 1957 defence cuts, and worse was to follow when
the squadron suffered its only fatal accident with Hunters. This
occurred next day, 5 April, at the end of a close formation sortie
when the engine of WV384 flamed out on approach to Brüggen. The
pilot, 24-year-old Fg Off Albert Shucksmith ejected, but was killed
when the seat failed to operate correctly.

The run down of the squadron was indecently rapid and by 17 April
all of 71’s Hunters had been flown out to the UK, apart from one

71 Sqn Hunter F.4 XF313/G at Sylt for APC, with tail prop in place while the heavy gun pack is being changed, to prevent tail-sitting. 
Initially these black/yellow/white fighter bar squadron markings on each side of the fuselage roundel were in vogue. (Robin Brown)

71 abandoned fighter bars for these nose markings by early 1957, on ‘M’,
which lacks the addition of three yellow stars on the black eagle. 

(Robin Brown)

The full 71 Sqn nose marking, including the three stars on the eagle
can be seen on this Hunter 4. In common with several other Hunter

squadrons, 71 painted the gun ports gloss black. (Robin Brown)
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