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achieved in average score of 5·75%, which reduced to a much lower
figure during four more days over the same range in late April, a
month in which the squadron also participated in four exercises –
Buckboard, Ciano, Embellish, and Top Weight. The latter was held
between 13-15 April and was by far the most successful when the
squadron's claims amounted to 25 Canberras, 17 B-66s, 8 F-101s, 6
F-100s, 3 CF-100s, and a Valiant, during both day and night phases.
The month also saw the completion of the latest rash of
modifications covering gun scavenging, hood jettison springs, hood
demisting pipes, battery venting, and flowmeter electric supplies,
giving an indication of the almost continual incorporation of
improvements that were applied to Javelins after their service entry.

On 14 May 8 Javelins left Stradishall and staged through Orange en
route to Luqa, Malta prior to participation in the island’s air defence
exercise later in the month. 4 additional crews together with some
ground crew flew out in a Viscount airliner chartered from Transair,
while more technicians and spares travelled more slowly and in less
comfort in a Beverley. During familiarisation flying in the first days
after arrival it became evident that the local GCI facilities were
decidedly limited by comparison with those in the UK, having
difficulty in controlling more than two fighters at a time, keeping
below 30,000ft as well as being restricted in range and direction.
Maltex began on 25 May in phases, and from the start it was realised
that timely scrambles on radar pick-up would not be possible,
evidenced by the frustrations of the first crews who could only
watch the in-coming contrails of the attackers while they remained
on standby. This was remedied by mounting standing patrols across
the most probable tracks of the targets, and this system proved to be

most successful, with 30 Canberras and 14 Valiants claimed by the
end of the exercise. The Viscount party returned to Britain on the
28th, the Javelins the following day, but those personnel allocated to
the Beverley were delayed until 5 June. This overseas detachment,
together with prior Embellish and X-Ray exercises generated an
impressive 395 Javelin flying hours for May, including nearly 5
hours in the new Javelin T.3 that was delivered on the 13th.
Meanwhile more obvious modifications were introduced, including
the fitment of a windscreen wiper, that gave 200 wipes per minute,
and the addition of FIS aerials in the rudder trailing edge.

85 provided a Javelin for displays at Chievres, Belgium, on 5 June
where Flt Lt Hodgson and his navigator Sgt Crockett intended to
participate in the next day’s flying display, but failed to do so after
one engine refused to start. On the 7th another Javelin went to
Wyton for static display during the ATC open day. A more unusual
task was issued on 17 June when 5 of 85's Javelins together with 4
from 46 Sqn were despatched in the early evening to Yeovilton to
test the Naval Air Station's ability to cope with sudden ‘war ’
conditions. This formed part of the RN’s annual Admiral’s
Inspection, in which the arrival of the Javelins was a surprise item.
The Navy coped well, despite confusion over the re-crystallisation
of radios, and the primitive means of scrambling the fighters, which
was by messenger! Each 85 Sqn crew scored a kill in the subsequent
evening exercise, with the CO, Wg Cdr Martin, claiming 2 Sea
Hawks. A Vulcan was also successfully intercepted, though it
wasn't part of the exercise, and its pilot was so shaken by the
experience that he made a PAN call. The Javelins returned home
next day.

July ‘59 was another busy month, with preparations for both
Mandate and the move to West Malling, as well as involvement in
Ciano and Embellish exercises, and a new role was allocated on the
14th when 2 Javelins were assigned as targets for Bloodhound
surface-to-air guided missiles at North Coates, under the code
name Exercise Sweep; to everyone's relief both crews returned
unscathed! During week commencing 17 July the squadron
undertook a Specific Identification Feature (SIF) trial, the aim being
to see how quickly aircraft could be scrambled and identified
individually on take-off using a new Wing operations organisation
involving twin communication lines between the Ops room and
aircraft, and new GCI equipment. The first phase required 10
Javelins to be scrambled twice on each day of the test, turning

Classic image of a pair of 85 Sqn Javelin FAW.6s, XH695/G, and XA832/S whose pilot has decorated his ‘bone dome’ helmet with the squadron’s
traditional red/black chequers, with superimposed white hexagon, typifying the esprit de corps that prevailed among the RAF’s fighter squadrons. 

Both aircraft have been modified with the addition of a windscreen wiper. (MoD via David Watkins)

85 Sqn’s Javelin T.3 trainer, XH435/Z, delivered in May 1959, 
and later served with a further three units before

being withdrawn from use in 1967.
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